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TEATSAT

TT=ATqe AYATE T AT 34 awid (2¢R T R02%0) HIN
TR,

W(m, aﬁ@mﬂ%ﬁnw ?oﬁs_gl’?:l'l'ﬁ R0%¢) “‘HrETe="”’
I AEETAT U0 HEAWY GOiel eied [ 3 Ue¥H WEd 3TN,
FAdheATaded! 3% T Faed! STaTd; TeU[ ol Hide SHTOmeRd
TR 3MMad. ‘T WIRTHI =1 S1edid 71 gea™ §ud gaiE 3
AR, & G wEeE & Ak BROHeT Hid 3.

R0 ST IAh=AT IAUNA <M, T 3Hh foesft AT AT
Hifecd FehRIER |G HUTAT GLETd hedl. IS qgdsh Hewral
defel ST STEt=, AIETCRIT=AT WIEAHIqd STWITE shefl Tell. SIT9e,
Bicg YT 2R%0 Tl Hans Bakker I TUTfG sheled "The History of
Sacrad Places in India as Reflected in Traditional Literature” I RN
TUH I fawae Uk ST W fedr. 3Fe Sl "TEeRITeR
SR oFg e fafee e,

urs=ATe foamdiaTaygd yr=afa@n (Oriental Studies), fasiva:
IRAITATT (Indology) TRNEATIY Y=g Tshel AT AlfecaTall Haed T
TS, o0l HTel R hicisal fTamdismegd Smith Travis LaMar
I "The Sacred Center and Its Peripheries : Saivism and the Varanasi
Sthala-Puranas" g Y% foigd & ®feca amfor = fosemer el g1 wehen

QA fedt. 098 T Andrea Marion Pinkeny It "An Ever-Present
History in the Land of Gods : Modern Mahatmya Writing on Uttarakhand"

(Internation Journel of Hindu studies, 2013, Vol. 17 issue 3 p.p. 229-260) &l
e ey fogd saueemdia ddemrn sfremmer st= &= arfedt
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3Tty e foeft, a1 fowarelie s EelieAT i 3@ ygg S
sNgfEyr=T g= TAaRE S|Ear g9l

HERTSTHEE] GIErTu] d gl WHTerd T, 1. 1. eludid waf wrgremm=n
RN AT fAEmomme @a 9T et fedal. Anne Feldhaus T 99T
fogefi sftmn, ieredt, oom, ardt = e WiEcaE weE dRedd

Susan Gole I1 ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ efer 3T qargadifash fetfactes W'%W

Indian Maps and Plans : From Earlier Times to the Advent of European

Surveys (1989) & J&eh ToTgd WRdTT=AT HiMifcreh 3TOT TehTRITeIETaiet
ATfediaR IUYR TR TRl TR,

HIETeH, ToRIva: T HIgeR & dcohlel HTehideh, HIHTNR STTTT
Wmfeten AT S UM HeaT= e 31ed. sidemarean forammentar
Tt ITId IuYFd IR,

A=A TTerETd 3 3400 B JAfeeh gEdfctigd Iueisd HATed.
raett a1 fawaedie meehl fafad snfor sie, o= I fawaeda
& Gkl A1 YSIMMY Wigefl 3R,

T FEATARGATE HTST STrehr=a] HRIETE! g Ydid STTsr=a1 Tl
JUNEA 3T,

SYTHR IV ENhMT A= HECl Blsal 3Rf1 30 3718,
- 2. fooa T
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TEHATARGT AR

FEAfIEd Teeal I FrE=e defie wEdad 9 enfife e
ST SR AT, TEqA: STa ffecienl Hivdre! Fergl Faorst
FEATAET. WA THTe WA ST JoT=a1 AT 7 fetfeeren
HYST Td T sheell HIVTE HgL FEUS gEAIEd ATl 8. dTa=
geaferfgaren w, fordt, fower arean wafer srvar hivdl SR .
gam fafecie arfifes anftr enfiferae T, o3, amen, sUEm e fafay
eI ShITCTAT FEATTIEd TEUTol A BIScl. Feafelied HLatuT— e
BAM TAfeeie IvaTE! AEpiih Aerel Foigl 7eUN gedaed 39
HHUTE A7 TG T 318, 370 = WUl TE0T 0] 3Tfereh el
AT,

R gidigd I 31 39 e faviTen 318, 8&d (F8Uel B1d)
+ fofea (ot foa@mn) = Fwffeden e gaH fofaeen aset.

9. SHIfdeh HIZ

Ik 23R T L4 I ATHEEcE SNve AigTeA I STeHie
TTesed THHTY T HiETeseht A1 ST hifdeh ATee fafeet 3R, B
HIETR TIcHAR Higdl A1 TG Haei 372, A1 9t 7ed Hifde weed
T % I 3.

7 Wfiued Hifdeh AT WTETCR Wil 372, HifdehidedT hedid
FIfdeE 9 QueH a1 A FA 9w TEw fooid 3R, ceEa
TifEet aq aferat wifiaelt 3R, SifdeamEd amanea faofim fig fim
SEAAT IR P WA e, g1 WG Wauq - Sfowfauar. Fest
IS, MEET T
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3. WNTEd HIgeH

A1 IfiHEY TR IooiE HIUSd ATEl. HEhd Loue T 2¢3E TE
T Hacal BIOA JFA WO fogd Sa. a1 qiefine wered
HIETET Sea € STEI 3Ted.

VT HTETeRT € H&hd HTEcTdiel Teh STHHTE ToT 3118, & Wiefl Br
3= AR, VNIl 3190 fomi=n 31=mE et 6 ared, foea anfis
IAVETET @ SRR 3R, A1 diefiued TRV Wl eI 3Ted. I
wrefier s Afedt feareft o,

3T TR A= HaTg 3. THEY THEH  TH I Hawd Hifiidaie 312,
e sreamTd AREH wehie T el TR, =t SreamTd farme.
ST I geht Testelt 7 Wiffiael 31R. drEeNn JreIed MieRut
HEERYl HIfael 372, TETe ARG VRS 5av, oM, hidd
Hifiaeiel 3R,

3. TehIGut HIgTerT

1 qiefieaT i@ 3gW AT holell ATElL AT diefiEn Sremadigg
ITq TG Sholall TE.

T AN [EA o Fomarde 2g &t foeft. & fawEh faeft
HHoielt 312, A1 feast Suamd wed ga= feast e 9o ST,

T e SfiReT TS TeheEl = e "ilae 3R, Hies
HIYTaT R AT FAEIQT ThIGIE W W duH shal 3R, A1 diefime
AT HeH UG Y TehIe3iTel HIGTeR TUehiId e Tol@rvl shel
AR, AT afeed wifedt a1 defined fooieh SR, dE I UweEE
FAT-TaEY fod 3. T AT H, ATIHTI NI Y ThIEIM AdTd.

i T e
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SFAU — e, Aifet, Feien, s, e, ufafaHt, e,
vanferdt, meter, USTad, SEe 9 SAHEh.

PO — T, SR, 39, AT, HIfHeR, 3T, 3, T,
Hogl, ThAT, Sefaar a fasmn.

¥. ATINY ATEee

AT AT RIS 3@ AT ohorell ATEl. AT WefE hreradigE
ITd TG shotell ATEl. A1 diefie TRV 3 IR 3T

feq_ reruHTER Anefy &1 Jaer wfedn swE @ Afe=ren e
T3 T A 3TEAl, WU A " "reiy g A6 uedl. e
MM ARTSNISEY 3™ Wadiidd Teedl 312, Iaed Ire faeea
AT .

o1 qiefmed o gl HIETer, Uehiell WiETeRl, FHAT JE HEwe
FIRTaeTe! 372, TehICNIRd ar=l fea® on Ul 3 91d §6 qT9et 37" 94
@ A A I AT qefine iAo TR, AWE HE=A o
feaam v wfewm wifaerd 3R,

b. ARG AT HIEH

1 efie foramT TeRTaHE e uTent et v o ST TR
IS 3T I Sheded T2, I i fTamn 99 2¢3¢ Ik uso 1N 71"
IqT HSBIA S 38, AT WfiHes THU 22 LA™ 3.

T ATETAE T feremra AarE ek 3T, TEd AT SR TR,
I qEE I 6 71 3EE AR, a1 NfiHE a1 gETde Sd-dehed
I e HifEdl Fifdeel 3R,

7 Wefined A1 T IS R quEye 3. q8e 91 g
e, =qeeht @ difomr ar foeft foew fem wHean A, qdRen s
T FEUA. HROT A7 feaRft Shoil M, B9 3. hed AERF B,

e Y e
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e gred el 315ar fo=iy qua ATvd. A1 SAfdih SR I JeHer
TN ST U IS Hfael 378, I9Rg HIE SeeH Hd. qIeal,
BA, dOH 99, Ted 3. ¢ .

1 qiefiHed ANE IR ITAT IWAHY HeE HEI IR, dHd TN
HIETH |FTAHT AT 9T 1 STEIT= el |ifldell 3E. q8d a9 9

€. TN WIger

1 qief feramn geamm TEyETe BTl T wea ¢ S8 g
TiAUCHT TR 01 el 318, a1 uiefie fo@mn { e el 37T

IRE T 9fod AEet S, foen TuEh srien’ € weed S,
ST HIES AT A 318 3 Afonsh Tftae 31me. a1 wefmey
TV R I IMed. A Ufgedl LA™ I M IehL=n HaTg
RN ATETH TITAHT 3R, THE GO 1RGSR 9uiH shelal
AR,

9. HAHTH ATGIHT

g BEAfIfEd b 299 R HIURU FeceIdiet 3Tk 3MYIE g J=Hian
Tfde Wi I foramT el 318, a1 IRfimey 3 1™ 3Ted. ufgell 9/ 99
T AT o 4, &, e e fafeaiell 3meq.

7 e T TEHTET SEd HiGER HilEd footent TR, "o (3R
) I JENRH W 3TEE TEUArd. AT W ¢adn JeNy Feuret fersu
B Al 3T, AT FeaE1S! el el HiRTact Ted. I3l THaeHTEs!
THTE o, Jcdeh feasfl 3MRE 3. U dadid I T&A HegumEd W
IR AT €M, IIeAml ° Bl AT gM, gaul gfion 3. U,

o ( o



"* *

¢. AEEI HIge

1 qiefiea R 3g@ AT oholall ATl A1 WefE hreaeigg
ITd TG horall ATEl. AT diefie THU ] IR 3Tad.

Hegl ol WA B &Il HERIY, e, MY 931 A1 AT
AR 83 ¢ad IR, § o9d WENIEIA b Holead 318, TR
HegR! & MR STIaR W JTdl. T g Soar=l HgR hell, g
BR YTefl Te[H Ug + R 30 diH HegR ® 99 el 3mE. Yesehie
Jesehie ST Hegl ITET AT <= STTENY hedl STdl. Aeall Alds (AgiEs)
JTEE TGN TR, b HEhaHed AT A=l AR AR 3@ T3,
G AUt § Ay CoAel AERY Yo ¢ d & IR 9@ fda" ders el
T Tgre feasht SuresiE ST 94 o, I g8 feada WeEEn g
IS Shell SATdl. IT IcHaTell @elaT T’ T, Hegi! Taresd’ 31
TUTd SEE ™ I {30 YA @A, AT FLAERN Wi I
qaT -

e avh

g | ErcrreRyr, uftreel wdarelie g St avi, Tgrr
PIeL ICEAEd HLdl. FH FEhS AT,

R | SEeEr 9uie, SgIE Hed HuATETSd StEHdT, d6ald S
ferugeft wrea woarn T,

3 | d%or Ivi, FHt fawret Tt aTa 9 wediEl JreET a.
forsu) swefidied hed TearER Aam.

ShATH TedT= UM, SheTreTe ST S SRt & foru] AT STl 3T,
IRTAT HETAT UM,

SeR-TTEd] e fesr wur 9.

ol TR ST ST, YR SRNTTOTE 3TYRICH dl, gandE S,
IRt WIS STadR Hdl, aa=ar= 9uH, Jg fHeam.
HGGUH CaH-=a1 3THAVTE @R fHedd, S Jgaad!.

« 2 o




20
LS
R

23
Y

24
¢&
2L
(%4

2R
Ro
2
IR

FgT= U,

HIfiehd I TSGR g, Shifdepara fosr.

W 9 Ieh@EN g, M fost; 96 9 pleamm=
B ARG 33,
Hitiee 9 Welae gg, wofian g

forsu] TrgTEUE TESTEvETET Yo ST

e , TP Tg1 YSHI
A ST AggU gg, gaeien W,

g 9 WelEr Jg, Tt qvE.
W@@W@,@@mwmﬁ.

= fordigan afvmgrean auededl gF fo

e e e
Yyl A wE, .

ﬁﬁgﬁ@aﬂ%aﬂh.

W@%wﬁm.

7Y e S %es.

). <&t HIEe=™

o @ U9, & HTehed QUG 312, T

BT T TESTA fehat gt TESTh AT A STSET SHal. et HTgTeRd
HETRIC, Wﬁa%@@ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
3R, UfEe ST HEThlcie aie 3118, QE=IT o e A1 oiF 3T
eIt I 3R, AT e OfETER gurh wUT 3R, e 9%
AT TETEEId Ife 3R, A1 9rd ygeH yu-fay gy aui
IR, SRR A1 AaH UfHg SO HAEHg a1 T 31T, ST SUTeHT
85T 1 e Higan foey 3, |

e %0 @
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%0. GoTHl HIgTee

1 diefie for@mor Teraueial 91ew wretd Tgum= off Serr AR
HIES 3 I hoidl IR, IRk Q680 TF £¢3¢ NI F0T 20
oAt A= for@mn quf g, an wefimed oy J1e TR

TOE Th GO STt 3R, JeaETe Sheles cuIMEl Ao 3T,
forht qom HiereReh TR, qor & foser o B 31re. qessitea qahE
foso=lt g hedmd o =Y otd. A1 WfHE dETed QU e
HTETeR Tdal T8 AT Hfoey Wifedt 312, qessfiel geH, Taef, e, T,
IS, TUOT g HEA A1 S AT qTdeh T8 AT, qeasiiedl aaeadid
YoTITEA 3WTRIG Td ¢adl araed Hid 379ard, 3 Fifad 3778,

2 9. SITEUT AR

g Ut iU HRE 3R A wifgd A1a IucTey ATE. grE
afer 71 fég deimgER sfer yReda T feefiehger e afem o, &
Hig=area Wfiee fhar STM-wrt & qad 3d. EEd A1 wig=e
& BIAl. HTEU WG Td St TS Fgeed STd. Hau Al T
TR IV AT HIVT A= G AT Fd AT W T3, AU
A TRl g9 o SUTEAT HvATe Tgd 3T,

I WfiEed 30 A IMRd. A1 defmed fae= sreAmTaET witgdt
IUASH BId. Tohe GV STa0T HIGTeRT AT TR AT HHhHR Ha1g
IR TR, frE= ST @& o, YRR ife 8. T e
T JUT=T 6 gadehedieed Aol Aifgd! feoiell 312, Yedeh srari
AT I A 3R,

o 29 o
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2. TS HIRTH

Toheg, QU= 376g (379) Tddre HIEe 9 sl 370, & weff
IV BT 38 AT Hfgd! ATd 3T ATEl. TRV LA™ ¢ d U’
Ied. a1 we yeEme e dufe vaw armvae e 3R, ¢
d ¢R UM TH A@HM @ 3R, W ¢3 9 ¢34 UH gE @R
forEmr R, | 92 I wUAY HEe Fiffldel 3. R AN
HISTI AR AR, dH hel WG, I0d, M, See avi,
forr el e ==h =1 Afoem mfed fooel 32, 3 ydantt detfia
Frfwe fufe 7e 9 oM AR 9vi e TR,

93. A WIETH 9 VY "R (TS EE)
2 Weft I FIBIA 3 A= ARt I IqTsy Tl

a1 NfHE The U HelTgl WeHiie Hq ATecr 3R, 8=
FEIR eIl I WITeRT 372, THRYT IR ST AT 377d. AT Hed |,
e AfaE OifEdt fooielt 312, THegH ciohal T OIS 7 A
YRR SEd. g T = ST A wgga s et sfir ga
T T FTETIT HGd ohell. ST et Hq STUvaT=l SRedreH1 A1 defiee
o= e feeft 3R,

e e sty HEwEl A9 giffdel aed. auw <l |
RN Ig, T TN, T HEH, FE$S IR, aEn del
a1t forfresan spen wiffrae=n 31rRa.

o 9 e
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2. MeTadl g

2 qieft b Ry HefieT 3TR. A1 diefined Mere) see Hiaeat Hifed
T Seaci=nt o feeht amR. anfewshien R fofguarh Swn fe=am
TRIeR FTehl. HETWRATG f&=n &6 el 37 3g@ o I, fo=a
e Madq, arfeft, faed & @ smea. Meed & sar-fas-nfgsos
HEATE AFe AR, Hel FWe & 9g 9 U8 g, =1 haes SR
Td aITET I Bl 3 gd afger ame aftfar s,

2. I UTael & "R

B It 2¢3¢ T 2R08 T 3. AT TehITeh Fehever T4, Heg
? IR, I 9y Aifes nifiel deede A aftfd e, e
U 3R,  MEa=al diek a9 3118, WRATqed 9T< Jq@ Herdted
BETER gaT=n 9. Tiues, 5a, 98, 3MdesT, 3191 3T U Fearn Tey
.

TG Uil Iias T Aol 318, 9 1w, vemor afor Hian
I IS BId. B 8 ATbeh (ATfeh) 7Y foud 3. deedl well 3
Tfel 3Ed. A1 SEerEl Hiow® Aifedl Id deEe firesd.

3. FEIEd "R

& Ush HEIGU 378, o0 JUUMER ® g QU1 e ; T HTed o
H QT AT WA Fad 372, YR A9 saviE g 3 femd. 9o gE=n
TR ATAT FOENE e el ST SrRraviFTer Mo 3. Fa' 7
TR gV HEC el S0 YEeedl SR o qUiqel JSUTd GOl S,

e 23 o
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JwrE gueETE fohcde wE I defaciell 3ed. 9gy e o T
HYSHE ArATd 1 WG = TR e, e g5 I gl
IueTeY 2. T U IR @ 3T A= A 3 - 2. 5 WS R.
TRl @S 3. A @S ¥. HH S0 WS, AT UG TR HAT 0§
W,@W@T%omﬁ.

¥, THST g

71 qreft AeY AvcE wEdl "Il 3R, & T Heel. 4 = g@ d
= Qi ot ey It fo=ft Scuslt 3. fae Yo, TR, Heheteh |
Bgh-aT IR A 3R, faew udasviian Uehel AHeh STRIG FHET I
Ed g YhosNEes (YEE) ulem e fiesd. Tiee WRdasTdie
TehTEl T TefRru sheft ST A&, a1 qiefiued I Hataed Hfaea Arfedt
firezq.

Y. ShifehesT Sid WG

B Wt IR 9¢3y T 2R3 A USRI S 3R, ATHEY hifehesl
FaT=t Afea Arfedt firesd. R smawaesh 9d 9 TeuTe hrIsd. 3N
7T 3Tk HTE 37T STaT, 1 W= NivHE A1 Srar= geard e sEo
3. e wuTet AT, wifshered T & A FaE TuH <Far IR,
TEASH F IS & A= TG SF 3Ed. 7§ €91 Uh i Ul S
IO, W HHId T i feam a0 wUa=, T8 G I AR, T8 A
T IO 9 qetes wifder 3.

&. TSIYERl ARG

B TRl Wk ¢ ¢ T $¢’E i 3R B Uk caal e, fae v

HERIga 3 Negardia (el dargema 31g. SRy g 3fat gan
TelE 3 WId. SSiveR] e s ATd dgad 318 T, Al d qereA

. 0¥ o
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= 9 3R, 31 AT Seard AarE A 3, fae dete
THSR T THes AR, I NefiHed Foiveil 19 1 el ar=h e
gifitaelt 3R, T9vedt MaTe UiEtd T qETE 3 $e IR, R
qroft TRIES 3R, 31 Wifash 3 AdTd.

9. fermTaes AR

& Wt I L¢uR T LR3omuel IR, TR TUMdE s .
oraet &1 fég emidiar gfgen s, foern e wHen smom <
318, Termres a1 Siegren 379’ weuret fafSreeu™ S e (JdT) 3R .
I 1A ot et yafera 3y, A1 diefine moeme fafay sEaw
HTeAT SATEd. oI YRR &g Smidicl JoM qs3 o o1 RUH U &
TIAT MR, TEUE AT AT AT SR -STRSHI, SFaTea Qv &
RIS 3@ Idl. ToRMiSi= Teifereh Hawarel el FEurl Mo
T B0 B, Tedeh U] qudfasReEr a1 yEer fafay ared
A firesara. gach! hl, I quunme wrel foshmoft s - foted
feg@l. ATRET oA ATGRGERRl 9 fommaTiaTei=an e S JrEmer
Tirezara.

¢. T TR

AT BEes amad e . 7 fugdied e, fagr asama ey
AT e qrevaTIT afeien ¢¢ R, . g e TR SEe IR, T
T T TRV 1§ 9C BRI T AT NS aue defid Afcteeest
e mfedt a0 meft 9= firesd.

. 2 o
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]. AED HIE

IES ¢ WSS TG TIH 372, 8 TE TETe= aEea
FAR 313U B’ F8eIe] TR, TMETSEae3d sl At arad. foeam e
U Wit 3R, d IR SAfeiTieh! Teh A SITd. cATeRerd! Hic
HifEdt 318, A 9% 3 TMd SRS Mol 3118 d et Uiyeell Tshi
Aefreliel SHG Wigeedl SvTes. WRATAS §d ovdid & ool 3chs
el STaTd. 37ft g4 dfirmes & 3 diefired stmea.

%0. FRETeR AR

HiwvIEdie U et 3@ ufes ey, st s faearm
TG A A SR TR GE=T SISl 90 s o el |Hg 9 Tl
T3 HATHNA HOM IFHATE THERAAR. THE TS Thesl=a SrT=a
Tiefid 3nfor Shme=ren $ufia fadmece @ dideum am. sfeten,
FHrATE Anvadt, fafgfeams g amm snf 9r uf, 8= gggferd
s fowme, i, amdte, wide, awps, fowrded seft s
fowmr 3MRd. FAChd MHul o 30 Neanda fiie 3 uew
SRAIR 3T 9 ¥¢ B ¥¢ Uael Yo URer & off & sfeives 9iwr
AT Idl. difaber fodean suymm Seea afsiEg a5 ko, Al
BhEwer epmean eftror fesien o I fedien s safafdn wum sRa.
T YT 2 0¢ e raet ol @ el siEtvay ued 3 3™ uret
IR, BT ufemiiigE smEeiedn a1 2o giEaEy 9 aEaEy a1

. 95 o
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99. TATIUTH HIRH & keIl AR

1 qefi T SRk AR CHedTTaTd ¢ hIMehildl 3T, heft
3T, AT & 1Y IRV 3TTed, ¢d iU hid 3Tad & §d faw
3MEd. ¥ HIEeH SEleqUll ARaRR@SHe 3118, A1 v THo &2
AT TR

2. SHY HIGH

& Uil ek 963 T LR0% mefiel IR, TG UsAreAT Wel fiewrdie
fega ufem i & 3mR. % UfYem Yea=an 3nvie=an MY A1 AgHTITS
JeuEd g, 3% fRfl. 3R, 99 greeefee i swE o s
TrBTES fhaT SRRRS 3 VAN, HR qEll S ! T 3 THTERH
IR T8 e BdedTed d form ®UM a9 Uleel, Aasd Shad -
SHP-SThR 3 779 USol. q ATeeere dfowat Arfeet fHresd.

. 20 o
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HIGIHIT' TR TR Gish

9. TANRIS HIER
Eeh: gl Hars

RIS : ST 3TYeg Wad fo.

JehIsH fSeh1oT © Shoteran
JhRITE oY : ]43

3. GhyeR WG
HTfEdt 3uctsy Tl

3. ot YRt (T ) et A
é@%ﬁq@ﬁﬁw
TehIh @ YEElgeHS

T TSHhI0T : ST
TSI IY : R¢E

¥. ot 951 AEe

TGS : TRIUT ALHU] IATe3avt
Thh ;W MO SRR
Teh1eH faeh1oT : hicaTR
TSI IY : REL

t. oft JES W AR
TGS : ot AT TosH
TehTeTh : 2 TEHIT SRR
Tehe faehmor ; gag
TRIEH TN : 3R4¢

&. ot Tk U=eadt uge
@ : Bes TRE ge
RIS ¢ TSI e
TeheH faehmor ; gag
YRR 9N : -

0. oft & TR WrgTew=
@ : fager ofiarerE pereholt
TehTTh : L. . FHeToRull
EEINERCED LI UG
TR Y : 2]6R

¢. STt UTEdt AIgee
TRt IucAsY &,

]. TIEIeRT WIZTeHR
oG ;o &
TehTSTeh : HidTAT ST
Teh1eH fSehmoT @ MER
THITHE IY : REL

%0. BgIel UIEe 3R et fash
IICE I | [T 1)
TehTeTh : TR g Ted
e fahor : BlgR
JhIE o @ ¢Co

. 9 o



22, oft Fw1 WEEE
@ ; fogel TS Fee
TehISTeh : Hec

ehe faehmr : ges
THIE a9 : gR0%

¢R. oft ke UG
eI : . TwHfdeEl
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Multi-dimensional Utility of Mahatmya Literature

Any documentation on aparticular place, especially religiousnormally
begins with Skanda Purane, Revakhande. It is asort of Wickipaedia of our
legendary historians. Mahatmya literally means magnanimity or
magnificence. If wevisit any Teertha or kshetra of Bharata-varsha, bookl et
about that place, is available on temple-stalls. From historical point of
view, authenticity, verification, corroboration areimportant aspects. Often,
devotion is loaded with superstition and gullibility or innocence. In
Maharashtra, there are Tirthakshetras like Nasik, Karavira, i.e. Kolhapur
and Prtishthan, i.e. Paithan. There are authentic books compiled by Itihasa
Sankalan Samiti and edited by eminent scholars like Dr. Shantaram
Bhalchandra Deo, Dr. Anand Damle and Dr. Morvanchikar. Those books
are entitled : Through the ages. Such documents are avail able on Varanasi,
Ujjain, Sarjuparin etc. in north and Melkote through the ages in south.
Like Puranas, Agamas, i.e. temple oriented scriptures, especially
Pancharatra, VaishnavaAgama, which are precisely dated, contain valuable
information about well known Tirthakshetras. The three classical Samhitas
of PancaratraAgama are :1. Satvata(c.200 a.d.), 2. Paushkara (¢.300 a.d.)
and 3. Jayakhya(450 ad.). Of these three gems : Ratnatraya, Paushkara
Samhita has furnished alist of holy places, beginning from Pushkara near
Udaipur and ending with Kurukshetra in Haryana. It covers major part of
Bharatvarsha. The description therein tallies with geographical location as
found in present times. The valuable referencein thistext is: mlecchanam
teshu desheshu sthitah kshetradayahni ye| Sankarya pariharenadrashtavyah
te sadaiva hi || It means that even around 3" century, there were sacred
places of Hindus located in some countries belonging to Mlecchas and
seers recommended Hindu devotees to visit those places constantly by
taking some sectarian precautions. In present times, there are sacred places
of Hindus in Pakistan and Bangla Desh. Prasannakumar Acharya has
referred to atemple in his native place in east Bangal which he renovated
in 1934.

There is an appended chapter printed along with Jayakhya Samhita
named Adhikah Pathah and entitled Hastigirimahatmya. It gives valuable
structural information about Varadargja Vishnu temple in Vishnukanchi.
In addition it gives information about four Svyamvykta, i.e. self-emanated
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K shetras of Vishnu having different names. Thefirst among thoseisYadugiri
or Yadavachala,i.e. Melukote in Karnatak. The deity is Narayana and eight
syllabic Mantrais Om namo Narayanaya. Its sovereign scripture is Satvat
Samhita : Satvatam yadushailendre samrajyam adhitishtati. Its thematic
elucidation is fond in Ishvara Samhita (c. 600 a.d.). It contains a chapter
(XX) named Yadavachala Mahatmya. In addition to legendary information
it givesvaluabl e information about temple components and deities scul pted
there over. Traditionally it is used as executive manual : karyakari
pracharyate. Sampatkumara Bhattacharya (age 93) has attested thistemple
iconic concordance. Satvat Samhita with English trandation along with
authentic commentary (2 vol.) is published by Academy of Sanskrit
research, Melukote. Its commentary |shvara Samhitawith Bhashya (5 val.)
is published with trandation by Indira Gandhi Kala Kendra, Delhi. The
second classical text : Paushkara Samhitais published with trandation by
Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati. Its commentary : Parameshvara
Samhita (700 a.d.) was published from Shrirangam in 1952. The editor A.
Govindacharya who was himself a priest has added an appendix of 202
iconic deities available on various layers and niches of temple structure of
Ranganath. In this temple Paushkara Samhita is regarded as sovereign
scripture (samargjyam adhitishthati). Its commentary Arthopapadika :
Parameshvara Samhitaisexecutive (karya-kari) manual. It containsvaluable
information about the huge templ e of Ranganatha, having seven enclosures
and 28 (7 x 4) tower-gates : Gopuras. It occupies entire island created by
ancient bifurcation of the bed of Kaveri river. The Agamic convention is
one aspect and temple-architecture is another. Historical investigation is
till another. Historicaly it may be guessed that two-dimensional diagram
worship preceded idol worship. At that time, god might have been invoked
and adored in diagrams called Yantra, Bhadra or Mandala. In Paushkara
Samhita, one line runs as: tatra mukhyasanam madhye, meaning: there is
main seat, in the centre of Mandala. The patha-bheda reads: tatra
Murtyasanam madhye, meaning: there is a seat for idol, in the centre. This
might have been atransition, at the time of Paushkara Samhita, i.e. around
300 A. D. Mandala accommodated an icon, in place of abstract conception
of god. In course of time, Mandaladiagrams served as site-plans of notional
shrines. Thus, first four Mandal as of Padmodaratype of Paushkara Samhita:
1.Sarvato-bhadra (7x7=49) 2. Agha-nirmochana (8x8=64)
3. Sadadhva (9x9=81) and Dharmakhya (10xxxx10=100), were apparently
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used as site-plans; and Three dimensional Shalas (sanctums), took shape to
enshrine images. It is a potential inter-disciplinary M. Phil or Ph.D. topic.
Those chambers are said to have four-doors: chatur-dwara; and situated
on outermost enclosure-wal of Rangantha temple. That temple is so big
that tourist buses roam up to third enclosure. Search of those shalas hasto
succeed prior to research. Dr, A. Srivatsan, now teacher in IIT Chennai,
got his Ph.D. on temple-township of Sriranam.

Now, coming back to Mahatmyas, especially Sriranga-mahatmya, ch.
10 of Parameshwara Samhita, it may be said as: This chapter narrates in
Pauranic style that Brahma himself constructed and presented enshrined
deeping idol of Vishnu i.e. Rananatha and presented it to Ikshvaku, the
doyen of solar race and ancestor of Shri Rama. It was in Ayodhya palace,
in daily worship. After victory of Rama over Ravana, Rama and Seeta
went back to Ayodhya in Pushpaka Vimana. Thereafter, Bibhishana
apparently again flew to Ayodhya, for Rama’ s coronation. After coronation,
Rama conferred presents to dignitaries. Bibhishana opted for Ranganatha
idol, which Rama happily presented. The storey further relates that
Bibhshana wished to take it to Lanka. Yet, by noon, he landed on the bank
of Kaveri, near Chandra Pushkarini. After Madhyahna Sandhya-vandana,
hewished tolift theicon and proceed to Lanka. But the event that happened
wasthe repetition of the event which took place, while Ravanawas carrying
ShivaLinga, asreportedin Gokarna-Mahatmya. There, Ganapati apparently
diverted Ravand's attention and Shiva did not go to Lanka. Similarly , in
Srirangam, Lord Raganatha, himself refused to oblige Bibhishana. As per
that Sriranga-mahatmya, Sri Rananathatold Bibhishana, that he liked the
place; and instructed him to build a shrine and settlement for priests:
Archakas, for worship. As per, that Parameshvara Samhita, Rananatha,
curtly asked him to proceed to Lanka, alone: Lankam gaccha nishachara.
When shocked Bibhishanakept on wallowing, he assured him, that he will
recline there, by keeping his graceful glance, directed at him: Shayanah
aham ramsye tvam abhivikshya cha. This storey is corroborated and
supplemented in Yadavacala Mahatmya, in Ishvara Samhita. There the
storey continues as: In order to console, Rama, Brahmasent to him another
image, apparently Narayana. After generations, one princess of Raghu-
kula, was given in marriage to aprince in Yadu-kula. The pujaidol went to
Yadu dynasty, at Yadu-giri, as wedding gift.
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This is legendary aspect of information, is available in Mahatmyas.
Now, research angle. First pointis: itisinjusticeto Vishvakarma's sculptural
heritage. To stamp any image or templ e, as Swayam vyakta, denieshundreds
of Stapatis and thousands of skilled sculptors their credit. In order to tell
the society, the contribution of iconographers, Late Padma-vibhushan Dr
V Ganapati Sthapati, had to write a book: who created God. Next pointis
the location and orientation of Srirangam temple. First point is Srirangam
lessthan hundred kilometersfrom present Sri Lanka. Second point is present
Sri Lankais not to exact southwards but little southeastwards. It is because,
when we keep mariner compass in front of the Gargha-gruha, the needle
tilted little towards east. Third point is the Srirangam shrine is exeption to
normal convention orientation of templesi.e. eastwards. Obvioudly, itisto
fulfill the promise, given by God to devotee i.e. Rananatha to Bibhishana:
| shall keep my glance directed towards you. Research, by field-work in
situ, showsthat the eyeline of reclining Ranganatha passing through present
door of the sanctum, in the centre, if stretched towards present Lanka
would certainly touch Sri Lanka shore, either near Colambo or Jafna or
Batti kalua. Another important inference is: Present Sri Lankais Ravana's
Lanka, built by Mayain Tretayuga. It can be safely said that Three eminent
engineers of Treta epoch; Manu, Maya and Nala built three monuments:
Ayodhya, Lankaand Rama-setu. All those have much present day relevance.
Now, off the record and very much in Mahatmya context, an anecdote:
Late Doctor V. Ganapati Stapati (who was awarded doctorate by no Indian
University, but by Mahashi Mahesh Univrsity, Holland) used to say: ‘ That
Ganapati prevented Ravana from carrying ShivalLinga to Lanka and
Ranganatha Himself declined to be carried by Bibhisanato Lanka. But this
Ganapati (Stapati) will carry Ranganathato SriLanka.” The backgroundis:
Tamil Hindu devotees planned to build a huge shrine of Ranganatha. The
then president Madam Chandrika Kumaratunge had donated a spacious
site for that; and Ganapati Sthapati had completed the assignment of
sculpting a huge Idol of Shesha-shayi Vishnu: Ranganatha, worth few
crores. Alas! Idol liesin Mahabalipuram workshop. Chandrika's regimeis
gone! Ganapati Sthapati is no more. Isvareccha baliyasi!

Iti sham.
Dr Prabhakar Apte
M.A. Ph.D. LL.M. Advocate
[ X X ]
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